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Srinagar, Mar 30: Residents of 
Sheikh Colony, located in Ar-
ampora area of Qamarwari, 
Srinagar on Saturday demand-
ed immediate restoration of 
drainage system in the locality.
The residents while talking to 
the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO) said they are 
facing severe hardships due to 
the choked drainage system, 
which has been inundating the 
roads frequently.
One of the residents said the 
situation has become unbearable 
for them. “Every time it rains, 

our streets resemble small riv-
ers, making it challenging to 
commute and carry out daily 
activities,” he added.
Another resident, Riyaz Ahmad 
stated, “We fear the potential 
health hazards posed by stagnant 
water. Mosquito breeding and 
the spread of diseases are real 
concerns that need to be ad-
dressed promptly.”
“We appeal to the concerned 
authorities to kindly intervene 
and resolve this issue at the 
earliest, as our community de-
serves better infrastructure to 
ensure a safe and healthy living 
environment,” he added—(KNO)

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar, Mar 30: Authorities 
in Hari Parigam area of Awan-
tipora have shifted the PHC in 
a new building after six years 
but the authorities are yet to 
post a doctor there.
Locals from Hari Parigam Awa-
ntipora told news agency—Kash-
mir News Observer (KNO) that 
the PHC building in their area 
had been lying defunct for the 
last six years and the existing 
primary health facility was run-
ning out of rented accommoda-
tion.
They said that the hospital build-
ing was completed years ago 
with a huge amount of money 

spent on it but due to unknown 
reasons it was left abandoned.
They said that the building was 
used by drug addicts causing 
inconvenience to people.
They said that after repeated 
requests to the authorities, the 
hospital has been shifted to a 
new building.
They said that the hospital now 
has good space and can have 
testing facilities available but 
there is a need for staff at the 
hospital.
They further added that there 
is no doctor at the hospital as 
of now and only immunization 
and first aid facilities are being 
provided at the facility.

Mubashir Alam Wani

Srinagar, Mar 30: The Sub-Committee 
of Jammu and Kashmir Cricket Associa-
tion (JKCA) has approved the permission 
for its players to participate in local tour-
naments and leagues with a rider that 
there will be restrictions to players for 
non-participation in unrecognized tour-
naments. A notification issued by the 
Jammu and Kashmir Cricket Association, 
available with the news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO), states that the 
Sub Committee of JKCA has approved 
the permission for JKCA players to par-
ticipate in local tournaments and leagues 
recognized by the Association.
"The Organizers of the Tournament/League 
need to approach JKCA in writing seek-
ing recognition for the Tournament. JKCA, 

based on the merit and criteria laid down 
by the Association, will grant permission 
to organizers of these Tournaments", reads 
the notification.
The notification further states that the 
particulars of such Tournaments will be 
displayed on the JKCA website www.jkca.
tv, based on which players can participate 
in that particular Tournament.
A committee member of the association 
told KNO that the notification also un-
derscores the enforcement of restrictions 
on players found in violation of this direc-
tive for appropriate disciplinary action, 
as outlined by the Association.
"The restriction on players for non-par-
ticipation in unrecognised tournaments 
will continue, and defaulters will be li-
able for suitable action", adds the 
notification(KNO).

Srinagar, Mar 30: Acting tough 
against drug peddlers and to 
eradicate the menace of drugs 
from the society, Police on Sat-
urday said to have booked two 
notorious drug smugglers under 
PIT NDPS Act in Baramulla after 
obtaining formal detention orders 
from competent authority.
The notorious drug smugglers 
namely Irshad Ahmad Wani son 
of Ghulam Rasool resident of 
Pandithpora Bala Tangmarg, 
Baramulla & Mohd Tajamul 
Masoodi son of Badar-ud-Din 
Masoodi resident of Bagander 

Pampore, Pulwama have 
been booked under PIT-
NDPS Act after obtaining 
formal detention orders 
from the competent Au-
thority. The booked drug 
smugglers have been de-
tained and subsequently 
lodged in Central Jail Kot-
Balwal Jammu, a police 
spokesman said in a state-
ment. 
Pertinent to mention here 
that many cases are reg-
istered against these drug 
smugglers and were in-

volved in promoting drug abuse trade by 
supplying drugs to local youth of Solinda, 
Khaipora, Tangmarg & other areas of District. 
Despite their involvement in many FIRs, they 
did not mend their activities and were again 
involved in promoting drug abuse trade by 
supplying drugs to local youth.
“We urge the common masses that if you 
witness drug peddling or any other crime 
anywhere near you, feel free to contact near-
est police establishment or dial 112. People 
are requested to cooperate with police in 
curbing the menace of drugs from the society. 
We reassure the community members that 
police will act tough against the criminals 
as per law,” police said.

Waris Fayaz

Sopore, Mar 30: The administration in north Kashmir's Sopore 
town has intensified efforts to address the traffic congestion 
issues. It has deployed additional police personnel, traffic 
squads and municipal enforcement teams to tackle violations 
and ease congestion within the bustling Apple town.
Local residents said they have been repeatedly urging the 
administration to implement measures to facilitate smooth-
er movement and emergency access. They said even pedes-
trians find it unsafe to pass through the congested streets 
during peak traffic hours.
Speaking with the news agency—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), Additional Deputy Commissioner Sopore, S A Raina 
said that proactive measures are being taken to alleviate 
traffic congestion and ensure a smoother flow of traffic in the 
town. He said the focus is on enhancing road safety, reducing traffic snarls and improving the overall traffic situation. The deployment of police personnel, traffic squads, and mu-

nicipal enforcement teams aims to address persistent traffic 
challenges, curb violations, enforce traffic rules and instill 
discipline among motorists, he said.
“We have identified three critical points where traffic conges-
tion is particularly severe: from the clock tower to SDH, the 
main chowk, and Shahdargah spots. We have coordinated 
with the police and other departments, and they have assured 
increased deployment to tackle the situation,” Raina explained.
Regarding complaints about roadside parking and illegal 
occupation of roads by vendors and shopkeepers, the ADC 
assured strict measures to curb illegal parking. He said re-
strictions will be imposed on the entry of Heavy Motor Ve-
hicles into the town in the coming days.
Earlier, efforts were made to remove the encroachment, il-
legal parking alongside roads and as well as relocation of 
street vendors from the busiest market of the town; however, 
that too didn't last for long, according to residents.

LS Polls: 
2 More Candidates 
File Nomination 
for Jammu 
Constituency

Ahead of New Fiscal, FD Authorises 
Release of 50 Percent of Interim Budget
KD NEWS NETWORK 

Baramulla, Mar 30: Ahead of the new fis-
cal, the Finance department of J&K Gov-
ernment on Saturday conveyed authorisa-
tion for release of 50 % of the capital ex-
penditure and revenue expenditure of 
Jammu & Kashmir’s interim budget ap-
proved by the Parliament in February this 
year.
In two separate orders, the copies of which 
are in possession of news agency—Kash-
mir News Observer (KNO), the Finance 
department today accorded sanction for 
the authorization of 50% of the interim 
budget (vote-on-account) 2024-25 under 
CAPEX and Revenue budget in favour of 
all the departments/district development 
commissioners.
According to these orders, the Director Finance(s)/Director(s) Planning/Financial Advisor &  CAO(S)/

Joint Director(s) Planning and Control-
ling Officers of all the  Departments shall 
be personally responsible for uploading 
of approved  Work Plans (projects/works/
activities) on BEAMS portal with the  
approval of competent authority by or 
before 20th April, 2024.
“All the District Development Commis-
sioners shall furnish the District Plans 
(project/work/activity wise) after seek-
ing approval of competent authority by 
or before 30th of April, 2024,” reads the 
orders.
It further states that in respect of district 
sector projects, CPO(s)/AO(s) of each 
district shall be responsible for upload-
ing of the work plans on BEAMS portal 
once the same is approved by the com-
petent authority within the stipulated 
time—(KNO)

Jammu, Mar 30: Two more candidates 
today filed their nomination papers from 
Jammu Lok Sabha constituency for second 
phase of ensuing parliamentary elections 
scheduled to be held in Jammu and Kash-
mir on April 26.
The candidates, including Surinder Singh 
as Independent candidate and Jugal Kishore 
from Bharatiya Janta Party filed their 
nomination papers in the office of Return-
ing Officer Jammu Lok Sabha constitu-
ency.
With filing of nomination papers by these 
two candidates, the total number of can-
didates who have filed their candidature 
for 5-Jammu PC goes to four.
The last day for filing of nomination papers 
is April 04, 2024 up to 03:00 PM—(KNO)

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar, Mar 30: Despite receiving clear-
ance from the Food Safety Department, 
watermelon sales continue to be low in 
Kashmir this year.
Several vendors, speaking to the news 
agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), 
said that while sales have slightly improved 
after the clearance, they still remain sig-
nificantly lower compared to last year.
“This decline is due to the claims made 
by a few doctors regarding the artificial 
ripening of watermelons, and also the 
adverse weather conditions,” he said.
Mohammad Ramzan, a vendor, said even 
his own family members refrained from 
consuming watermelon after reports 
emerged about artificial ripening.
Despite the clearance from the food 
safety department, reluctance among 
consumers continues, especially during 
Ramadan when watermelon consumption 
is traditionally high.Other fruit vendors 
echoed similar sentiments, saying that 
the claims of artificial ripening had a 
detrimental impact on watermelon sales.
Bashir Ahmad Bashir, chairman of the 
Kashmir Valley Fruit Growers Cum Deal-
ers Union, said that despite the depart-
ment's clearance, sales are still down by 
approximately 40 percent.The decline in 
sales was witnessed when Dr Wajahat, a 
clinical oncologist, cautioned against 
consuming artificially ripened watermel-
ons due to potential health risks, includ-
ing cancer. His social media post on March 
08 went viral and garnered support from 
fellow doctors.Subsequently, the food 
safety department collected hundreds of 
samples from various districts for testing 
and concluded that nothing adverse was 
found and that watermelons are safe for 
consumption.However, the lingering ef-
fects of the initial claims made by doctors 
continue to impact consumers, which led 
to the low sales of watermelons in Kash-
mir—(KNO)
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Mumbai, March 30: The 
Shiv Sena (UBT)’s Leader 
of Opposition (LoP) in the 
Legislative Council, Am-
badas Danve, on Saturday 
categorically dismissed 
speculation that he was 
planning to switch sides to 
the ruling Mahayuti alliance 
in the run-up to the Lok 
Sabha elections in Maha-
rashtra.Speaking to me-
diapersons, he pointedly 
asked, “Who has told you 
that I am leaving the party? 
Have some officials from 
the SS(UBT) or BJP or any 
other party given you such 
information? I have not got 
any offer from the 
Mahayuti.“I am firmly with 
(former Chief Minister) 
Uddhav Thackeray Sahib. 
I am a soldier of the late 
Balasaheb Thackeray.”
In the last three days there 
has been intense rumour-
mongering that after being 
denied a ticket by the par-
ty for the Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar (Aurangabad) LS 
constituency, Ambadas 
Danve could be headed 
either to the BJP or its rul-
ing ally Shiv Sena.
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BSF DIRECTOR GENERAL 
VISITS FORWARD AREAS ALONG LOC 

TO REVIEW OPERATIONAL 
PREPAREDNESS

Srinagar, Sept 7: Direc-
tor General of BSF Daljit 
Singh Chawdhary on Sat-
urday visited forward 
areas along the Line of 
Control (LoC) in Jammu 
and Kashmir's Kupwara 
district to review the op-
erational preparedness of 
the force.

Chawdhary visited the 
forward locations along 
the LoC in the Kupwara 
district where he was 
briefed about the secu-
rity situation and opera-
tional preparedness of the 
unit deployed there, of-
ficials said.

They said the BSF DG 

lauded the professionalism 
and steadfastness of the 
personnel in executing 
their duties.

Chawdhary on Friday 
visited the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police headquar-
ters here and interacted 
with Director General of 
Police R R Swain.

The two officials dis-
cussed the prevailing 
security scenario in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, includ-
ing the counter-infiltration 
measures put in place to 
prevent entry of terrorists 
into the Union Territory 
from across the LoC.

BJP has 'struck a deal' with 
regional parties, independents to 
form JK govt: Omar Abdullah

Srinagar, Sep 7: National Confer-
ence leader Omar Abdullah on 
Saturday alleged that the BJP has 
"struck a deal" with some region-
al parties and some independent 
candidates to be part of the govern-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir.

Referring to remarks by Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah in Jam-
mu, Abdullah said he was "silent" 
about Apni Party and People's 
Conference during his speech at 
the BJP's manifesto launch on Fri-
day.

"...those who have struck a deal 
with Delhi will not fulfill your de-
mands. If you need evidence for 
this, just look at the statement of 
Home Minister Amit Shah in Jam-
mu yesterday," the NC vice president 
said. "The home minister listed 
the parties with which the BJP will 
not form the government. He was, 
however, silent about the indepen-
dents because they are hand in 
glove (with them). He was silent 
about Apni Party and People's Con-
ference," he said. Addressing an 
election rally in Ganderbal assem-
bly segment, Abdullah added, "I 
thought he would at least name 
the party of Engineer Rashid (Awa-
mi Ittehad Party) but he did not." 
While releasing the party mani-
festo in Jammu on Friday, Shah 
expressed confidence of forming 
the government in J-K. "There will 
be no government by the PDP, NC, 
and Congress ruled by dynasties. 

Rest possibilities, BJP will explore," 
Shah said.

Abdullah is contesting polls from 
Ganderbal and Budgam assembly 
segments which will go to polls in 
the second phase of voting on Sep-
tember 25.

Abdullah reiterated his claim 
that people who are in jails are 
specifically contesting against him 
and cited the names of Awami It-
tehad Party's Sheikh Abdul Rashid 
-- who defeated him in the Lok 
Sabha polls -- and separatist lead-
er Sarjan Ahmad Wagay alias Bar-
kati who is pitted against the NC 
leader in the upcoming assembly 
polls.

"I wonder why people in jail are 
after me and want to contest elec-
tions against me. What is the rea-
son?" he asked. He had earlier 
suggested that Barkati, who was 
from Zainapora, Shopian, was con-
testing against him as part of "a 
conspiracy from Delhi", hinting 
again at the central government.

Abdullah said it was not a co-
incidence that these jailed people 
are contesting polls against him. 
"They want to target only one per-
son -- the National Conference 
candidate from Ganderbal," he said.

In the assembly elections, Bar-
kati is also seeking election from 
the Beerwah seat, which was rep-
resented by Abdullah from 2014 
to 2018.

Barkati was a prominent face 

at the protest rallies in the south 
Kashmir districts of Shopian and 
Kulgam after the killing of Hizbul 
Mujahideen commander Burhan 
Wani in 2016. Barkati was first ar-
rested in 2016 and booked under 
the Public Safety Act. He was again 
arrested last year and is facing 
charges under the stringent Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA).

The former chief minister said 
if the only criticism against him is 
that he does not live in Ganderbal, 
then it would be injustice against 
the people of the constituency. 
Candidates who have nothing to 
talk about raise issues like "local 
versus outsider", he said.

"Wherever I may come from, I 
have worked in Ganderbal. I was 
MLA for six years from here and 
the MP three times. Leave aside 
that my grandfather was MLA from 
here, my grandmother was MP and 
my father was both MLA and MP 
for this segment.

"My request to my detractors 
is to put forth what they have done 
for Ganderbal and I'll list my work 
here... Do you have anything to 
compare with the district hospital, 
the central university, the roads, 
physical education college and new 
administrative units? If you have 
done something to match these 
works of mine, I bear witness be-
fore God that I will leave the con-
test," he added.
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Nine FIRs lodged, five govt 
employees suspended for poll 

code violations in JK
Jammu, Sep 7: The Office of the 

Chief Electoral Officer has said nine 
FIRs were lodged and five govern-
ment employees suspended for 
violations of the Model Code of 
Conduct in Jammu and Kashmir.

Twenty-three warnings were 
issued and inquiries were underway 
in 48 cases of poll code violations, 
the Office of the Chief Electoral Of-
ficer (CEO) said in a statement.

The Model Code of Conduct for 
elections to the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly came into effect on 
August 16.

The statement from the CEO's 
office said 175 cases of poll code 
violations, including 96 against 
political parties and candidates and 
53 against government employees, 
had been reported across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

However, 89 complaints were 
dropped as these were found to be 
"baseless and false", the statement 
said and added five government 
employees were placed under sus-
pension by the authorities in Srinagar 
for participating in political ac-
tivities and further inquiry was 

initiated against them.
Warnings were issued to viola-

tors in 23 cases while FIRs were 
lodged in nine cases of violations 
of serious nature. Inquiries have 
been initiated in 48 cases, the state-
ment said.

Elections to the 90-member 
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly will 
be held in three phases on Septem-
ber 18, September 25 and October 
1, and the votes counted on October 
8.

JD(U) J&K Raises Concerns 
Over Rejected Nomination of 

Khansahab Candidate
SHABROZ MALIK

Srinagar: GM Shaheen, President 
of Janata Dal United (JD-U) Jammu 
and Kashmir, has expressed concerns 
after the party’s candidate, Advocate 
Azhar Lodhi, had his nomination form 
for the Khansab Constituency re-
jected by the Returning Officer. The 
rejection has reportedly left Lodhi 
in shock and distress, according to 
Shaheen.

During a press conference in Sri-
nagar, Shaheen addressed the issue, 
stating, “We have serious concerns 
about the rejection of our candidate's 
nomination. Advocate Lodhi is deep-
ly affected by the decision and we 
are seeking clarity on the grounds 
for this rejection.”

Shaheen informed that he has of-
ficially written to the Election Com-
mission, calling for external observ-
ers to oversee the process. “We urge 
the Election Commission to deploy 
observers from outside the region, 

as local trust in the system has been 
eroded,” he said.

Highlighting the importance of 
the upcoming General Assembly elec-
tions, which are being held after a 
decade, Shaheen stressed, “This is a 
critical moment for Kashmir. It’s es-
sential that the elections are con-
ducted in a transparent and fair man-
ner.”

JD(U) is participating in the elec-
tions and, according to Shaheen, is 
confident of securing a significant 
number of seats.

Freedom of speech or Freedom of 
abuse? Election campaigns unchecked

ASIF AHMAD DAR

Nowadays, election cam-
paigns are becoming rough,with 
many politicians and their sup-
porters using bad language. This 
is a serious issue because it not 
only harms our democracy but 
also creates division among 
people and takes away from the 
real issues that matter.

During elections, politicians 
are supposed to talk about their 
plans and how they will solve 
problems like education, health-
care, or jobs. But, instead of 
focusing on these things, some 
politicians start attacking each 
other personally. They spread 
lies, make false claims, and use 
language that is meant to make 
people angry or scared, just to 
get more votes.

When this happens, the fo-
cus shifts from the real issues 
that affect people's lives to un-
necessary fights and insults. 
This makes the election cam-
paign feel more like a personal 
battle than a discussion on 
important topics. It also makes 
people lose trust in politicians 

and the political system itself.
Politicians are not the only 

ones using bad language. Their 
campaign workers and support-
ers often follow their lead and 
make things worse. With social 
media platforms like Facebook, 
Twitter, and What Sapp, it’s very 
easy for these supporters to 
spread mean comments, ru-
mours, and lies quickly.

Sometimes, supporters get 
carried away and use even 
harsher language than the 
politicians themselves. This 
creates a very negative environ-
ment, both online and offline, 
making it hard for regular 
people to talk about real issues 
without facing insults or attacks.

The use of abusive language 
during elections is harmful in 
many ways:

For a healthy democracy, we 
need respectful debate. But when 
politicians focus on insults, it 
destroys the chance for mean-
ingful conversations about real 
issues. Instead of talking about 
policies, we only see personal 
attacks.

Many voters get frustrated 
and turned off by the constant 
negativity. They may feel that 
elections have become about 
fighting, not about solving prob-
lems, and they might stop car-
ing or even voting.

When politicians use abusive 
language and get away with it, 
it sends a message that this kind 
of behaviour is okay. This makes 
it more likely that future politi-
cians will use the same dirty 
tactics.

Instead of bringing people 
together, bad language creates 
deeper divisions. People start 
taking extreme sides, making 
it harder to agree or work to-
gether on important issues.

There are several reasons 
why abusive language has be-
come so common during elec-
tion campaigns:

Elections are very competi-
tive, and politicians sometimes 
feel that they need to do what-
ever it takes to win. They may 
think using abusive language 
will get them more attention 
or votes.

The media often focuses on 
negative or dramatic stories 
because they attract more view-
ers. So, when a politician says 
something mean, it gets a lot 
of coverage, encouraging more 
of that behaviour.

Platforms like Twitter and 
Facebook allow people to share 
their thoughts instantly. While 
this can be good, it also means 
that bad language and lies can 
spread quickly.

To stop the use of abusive 
language during election cam-
paigns, a few things can be done:

Politicians need to take re-
sponsibility for their words. They 
should lead by example and 
avoid using bad language. If their 
supporters use abusive language, 
they should speak up against 
it.

The media should stop giv-
ing so much attention to nega-
tive stories and focus more on 
reporting the real issues. When 
the media focuses on the poli-

cies and plans of each candidate, 
it helps people make informed 
decisions.

Governments and election 
bodies should introduce strict-
er rules during election cam-
paigns. Candidates who use 
abusive language should be fined 
or even disqualified from the 
race.

Voters also need to under-
stand the importance of respect-
ful debates. They should reject 
candidates who use abusive 
language and focus on those 
who discuss real issues and of-
fer solutions.

Abusive language during 
election campaigns is a big 
problem that hurts democracy. 
When elections are full of insults 
and personal attacks, it takes 
away from the real issues that 
need attention. It also makes 
people lose trust in politicians 
and the political system, dis-
couraging them from voting.

By promoting more respect-
ful and issue-focused election 
campaigns, politicians, the me-
dia, and the public can help 
ensure that elections are about 
solving real problems, not just 
about who can shout the loud-
est.

Author :  Asif Ahmad Dar 
LLM Scholar Asia Pacific 

University Green Road Dha-
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SHABROZ MALIK

Adv. Shabir Ahmad Najar Joins JD(U) and 
Secured Candidacy for Gulmarg-11 Constituency

SHABROZ MALIK 

Srinagar, Sept 7– In a notable 
political development, Adv. Shabir 
Ahmad Najar has officially joined 
the Janata Dal (United) [JD(U)] 
party. The induction ceremony 
took place in the presence of GM 
Shaheen, the President of JD(U), 
at a high-profile event that un-
derscored Najar's significant 
entry into the party.

Adv. Najar, a prominent legal 
expert and political figure, was 
welcomed into JD(U) with a for-
mal announcement of his can-
didacy for the Gulmarg-11 con-

stituency in the upcoming elec-
tions. This strategic move aims 
to bolster JD(U)'s presence and 
influence in the region, reflect-
ing the party's commitment to 
strengthening its electoral base.

During the ceremony, GM 
Shaheen expressed confidence 
in Najar's ability to represent the 
party effectively and to address 
the key issues facing the Gul-
marg-11 constituency. "Adv. Na-
jar’s extensive experience and 
dedication to public service make 
him an ideal candidate for our 
party. We are confident that he 
will be a strong contender and 
will work diligently to address 
the needs of the people in Gul-

marg-11," Shaheen stated.
Adv. Shabir Ahmad Najar, in 

his acceptance speech, high-
lighted his commitment to the 
principles of JD(U) and outlined 
his vision for the constituency. 
"Joining JD(U) is a step towards 

bringing meaningful change and 
development to Gulmarg-11. I 
am dedicated to working with 
the party to ensure that our con-
stituency’s needs are met and 
that we achieve significant prog-
ress," Najar remarked.

The nomination of Adv. Najar 
is anticipated to have a consider-
able impact on the upcoming 
electoral race, as his entry could 
potentially shift the dynamics 
of the competition in Gulmarg-11. 
Political analysts suggest that 
his background and alignment 
with JD(U)’s objectives will en-
hance the party’s prospects in 
the region.

KTA delegation meets LG 
Sinha, raises key business issues

Srinagar, Sep 07: A 
delegation of the Kashmir 
Trade Alliance (KTA), led 
by its president Aijaz Shah-
dhar, met with Lieutenant 
Governor of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Manoj Sinha at 

Raj Bhawan to discuss a 
range of issues affecting 
the traders and business 
community of Kashmir.

According to a state-
ment issued to the news 
agency—Kashmir News 

Observer (KNO) the meet-
ing focused on various 
matters that require ur-
gent government interven-
tion to support the local 
economy.


